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than 5000 inhabitants every head of a household receives a coal
card with two distinct sets of coupons, for heating and cooking.
The amount of the ration is feed by the prefect on the instructions
of the controller.
Electricity. The rationing of electric consumption is organized
by prefects' orders.
* In principle, by virfue of the law of December 18, 1940, and the
order of April n, 1941, a monthly maximum has been fixed for
each consumer, for lighting as well as for power. The accepting
of new consumers is subject to administrative authorization.
A more vigorous system is applied in the departements of Seine,
Seine et Marne, Seine et Oise, Eure, and Calvados.
Gas. Consumption of butane gas for domestic use is pro-
hibited since April 1941.
It will be noted incidentally that very drastic powers were given
to the Secretary of State for Communications to alter conditions
of production and distribution of gas in cities., notwithstanding
any contrary contractual stipulations (Law of February 15,1941).
By virtue of the decree of March 10, 1941, and with a view to
adapting the consumption of gas to the possibilities of production,
the prefect can cut down consumption. To this end he can fix
a monthly maximum for each consumer, cut down the distribution
of gas at certain hours, and prescribe a lowering of calorific content
or of the pressure.
The requirements that must be given priority are those of
industrial and commercial establishments whose work is indis-
pensable for the general interest, and especially the needs of the
public stations for distributing compressed gas for motor vehicles.
Linen.    See above under "Clothing."
Motor-cars. The conditions for the allocation and disposal
of motor vehicles are the subject of ministerial orders (Law of
February 19, 1941).
What must be noted is that the almost complete disappearance
of motor vehicles, thanks to the restrictions imposed on purchase,
the regulations for travelling, and the rationing of petrol and tires,
has resulted in a very great increase in cycling* This increase is
shown by three small facts.
In Paris three hundred bicycle garages have had to be established
in the sheds of the old Paris Public Transport Board (Le Journal,
September 29, 1940).
The number of thefts of bicycles in the Paris region from
June to October 1940 was over 22,000 (Le Temps, November 5,
1940).
The Highway Code has had to be recast. Among other clauses
we should note that " cyclists must in principle ride in single file.